. Culture
‘writ large

Stavanger

Neil Jones finds
the artistic city
behind those
strange identical
sculptures

hey may mot kave guite
the dromatic impadt of
his Angel of the Sortf but
Antony Gormley's series
af X4 jdentical sculptures
called Broken Coduran in
Stavanper certalnly generited a hage
amouni of interest — and debate
when they were installed betwesn
1995 mrad OO thl":l' cupivlirmee 1o be
i mapw aftraction for focals and
withors alike
The prowct was commmissioned by
the city’s Rogaland Museum of Fine
Artz and the first 1.0%5m Lall cast-inn
liguare a replica of Gormley's own
haily — stands i its own space al the
museum. Each swcoeeding soulpiure
lies ety | 9%m helow the preceding
ane at different important locations in
the city: in front ol the calledml, the
Conarthcuase, o potre] SLACON, & Sl
il fontball pitch. even oulsile a private
houme, Al the bocwlions represent
irnportunt aspecs of life in the aty
The final sculpture in this broken
Coshuern sifls ol the Ash marke? ooking
ORI @ross the harbour iowands
the men. It s this sculpture Hat dic
lales the orientation of the olbers
they all face exactly sight degres
wost of true niorth

Sculpture g far from being the only
&gt of culture in Mavanger. | nieed
culture of all descripthons & wril lamge
in the fbeie of the city, from the per
forming arts to mussams by way af
panting and phatography

Last yeur Savanger was 4 Euo
pean Capital of Culture with a theme
of "Chpen Port™ and il was perhaps
appropriabe that work started dunirg
that yearon & new aomboer] hall, sched
alwtl Tor completion in 2012

ke new hall will have bwo audi-
oria. One will be for orchestral con-
certs and Lhe other o multipurposs
spmce that can be adapted for all types
of musical performandes, By opening
onee will fowands an oubdoor wmphi
thestre an pudience of up to 10000
imrrle can enEy the performances

or the first time in the city, it will be
possibie to pat on fully staged operas.

The comoert kall will beoome home
o the excellent Stavanger Svmphony
Orchestrs, which wnder s chief
concluctor, the American Sieven
Sloane, porform: a8 eclectic peo
pramme of works

For the Europenn Year of Culture
the oronestra pat on & superh concert
rerformance of Wagner's Triwdoen und
ligle, while its ability o cover a
WA IepeTiOERe Was illustrated by |
brilliant musie theatre peoduction,
Byterminalen (City Terminal) With
captivating music by Hakon DBerpe
and lymcs by Gunnar Roaloom, i
related the stomes and intersetion of
people in Stavanger's main hos and
trasn Eermminnl I was approprisde, i
slightly bizarre. that the performance
took place there. Lite mtn the evening
after the buses had finshed running

The oechestra's  aulumn  po
pramime ncludes i variety of matenal
from a Scarlattl opera  through
Minzart amd Hapdn to Wignes

stavanger i also home o Tove

sundt - Hansen, one of Norway's best
known painters. who has exhibited at
ol the Frda Flansens Hes and the
Cealleri Amare ir the city, as well & in
many cther parts of Morwsy, Soamdt-
Hansem's works, panted mainky in
arylic. are saartlingdy vibrant, often
reflecting the landsmapes of the oty
andl e surTounding countryslde
Perhaps of more general inferest

are [wo olher museums in the cty:
the Morwepan Canning  Mussum
and the MNorwegian Petroleum

Museum. Beik provide & fascinating
msight into aspects ol Skavanger's
SCONOR |1|5-1ur:.- and are well worth
& ¥iwil, especially given that they are

%

A brlliant music
theatre production
took place In the
City’s bus terminal
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within easy walkong distance of the
city cenire and harboar

i seema ppproprisle  that  ihe
Lanning Museum & stuated in the
ald part of the civ while the
Fetroleum Museum, representing the
new etonommy, & down by the har-
howr in & modern bullding that, by
dint of & maserpioce of design
manages o combing aftractiveness
with & look Ehatl B remendseent of an
oll producion platform. The conbent
af the museum offers & fascsating
insight into an industry thid has ot
only éreated a vibrant sconomy fod
the oty buf has &n impact on all our
lfvies, whether we ke if or rod



